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Problem Description:

The Standard currently allows each Administered Item to be registered by only one Registration Authority (RA). The first occurrence of an item in a registry therefore precludes subsequent RAs from registering this item unless they replicate it. This would appear to significantly limit the opportunity for reuse of metadata items within a registry. The reuse of metadata items is important because it is a way to rationalise the use of resources, and a standardisation enabler.
The fact that each metadata item e.g. object class, property, data element concept, data element etc. can only be registered once is confirmed by the attribute administered item administration record which is defined as ‘one per object class’ (or other metadata item). Part 1 of the Standard states that ‘Registration will …allow two or more administered items describing identical objects to be described’
.

Many registry users would prefer a solution whereby identical items are stored only once in a Registry, with different RAs registering interest in the same item. It is desirable for any item to be registered by RAs with potentially different Registration Status values. One RA, for example, may have approved an item as a standard within their domain of interest, while another might be considering the item and might record it as a candidate within their domain.

This proposal seeks to identify the high-level changes required in the Standard in order to implement a multiple registration model for administered items.
Proposal:

It is proposed that the current Administration Record be broken down into two components, where one remains with the Administered Item regardless of the nature of registration and another, a potential repeating group, records different RA and registration status values.

Administration_Record attributes such as creation_date, last_change_date, unresolved_issue will remain in the Administration_Record. A new concept will be required for attributes such as registration_status and administrative_status which will be recorded for each RA which registers interest in the Administered Item.

Part 3, Figure 1, Common facilities for all Administered Items would change, as below:
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The text for this Figure (Part 3, page 30) will include a new dot point:
· Administered Items are identified once only and administered as single items within the registry.

· Administered Items are named and defined in at least one Context, and possibly in multiple Contexts. Within each Context, Names and Definitions may be specified in one or more languages.

· Administered Items may be classified in zero or more Classification Schemes.

· Administered Items may be registered by one or more Registration Authorities, with each of these Registration Authorities potentially recording the item with a different Registration Status.
Part 3, Figure 4, page 33, will be changed to reflect a new entity which intersects the Registration Authority and Administered Item entities. The attributes registration_status and administrative_status will be moved from the Administration_Record to the new Registration_Record, as depicted in the new Figure 4 extract below:
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The essence of this proposal is that an Administered Item can be entered and progressed in the Registry by one RA, and subsequent RAs can also progress the same administered item. In this way Administered Items can be shared and reused by many RAs within a Registry.
In Part 6, Section 4.2, additional text will be required to prompt for procedures for multiple registration and reuse e.g.:
g)
Reuse of Administered Items – The objective of reuse is to encourage Registration Authorities to make use of previously defined and approved content in order to promote consistency in data and systems. Procedures shall be established to indicate how an Administered Item is recorded by its first Registration Authority, and then is registered by subsequent Registration Authorities.
Issues:

· Registration currently provides three main outcomes: quality, provenance and the assignment of an identifier. In the proposed model the recording of an Administered Item by its first Registration Authority will record those attributes. Subsequent registrations will indicate acknowledgement of the quality and provenance attributes within the domain of the following RAs. The administered_item_identifier (Item_Identifier record) currently provides the unique identifier for each Administered Item. The item identifier is a composite data element composed of the RA, data_identifier and version. In the proposed model the RA can no longer form the basis for a unique identifier. An alternate solution may be to use a Registry identifier.

· The Standard currently indicates that Registration equates to ‘ownership’
. This proposal, in conjunction with a separate proposal to allow recording of multiple Stewards for an Administered Item, alters this view. In the proposed model Registration can be viewed as indicating quality and ‘fit for purpose’ (including use in applications or legacy systems) within a domain, rather than ownership. Stewardship will indicate responsibility for ongoing management.
· Part 6 specifies the Registration Status values. In a multiple RA model these values may still be relevant but would need minor wording changes. For example, the definition for ‘Standard’ could be changed from the Registration Authority confirms that the Administered Item is of sufficient quality and broad interest for use in the community that uses this metadata registry to …in the community associated with the Registration Authority.
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