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2. Introduction
Ref [1] is the latest output from the Study Period on Extending the MDR for the Semantic Web.  The stated intent of the proposal is to support the specification of ‘Web Ontology’ using concepts in the MDR (ref [2]).
However, the proposal makes no mention of the following projects:

· Ref [3] – CD2 11179-3 Edition 3 which adds support for Concept Systems in the MDR
· Ref [4] – ISO/IEC 19763-3:2007 Edition 1 which already supports Ontology Registration
· Ref [5] – FCD 19763-3 Edition 2 which adds support for Ontology Evolution.
3. Proposed Projects
The WG2 meeting in Jeju in June 2009 approved a project split for ISO/IEC 20943 for a new part 6 as a Technical Report which would specify the procedure for Web Ontology specification.

However, the authors of ref [1] are proposing a new project with 3 parts:

· Part 1 : Framework for Web Ontology Specification
· Part 2 : Mapping Model between MDR and Web Ontology
· Part 3 : Procedure for Web Ontology Specification
4. Canadian position on proposed projects

Canada believes there is value in the proposed work and Canada supported the creation of TR 20943-6 as resolved by WG2 in Jeju.  However, Canada believes that the latest proposal to replace that single TR by a new project with three parts has not been justified and the rationale for creating multiple parts is unclear.
Canada is concerned at the proliferation of projects within WG2.  WG2 has authorized a study period to look at the harmonization and integration of 11179 and 19763, the first meeting of which will be held in London in November 2009.  The positioning of this new work should be considered as part this study period.
Canada requests that the proposed work on Web Ontology Specification first consider the ongoing work on 11179-3 Edition 3 and 19763-3 Edition 2.  If there is material that merits standardization, WG2 should first look at positioning the material in one of these existing projects.

If the material is still only intended to be a Technical Report, the TR can be organized into clauses along the lines suggested for the three parts.

Canada notes that FCD 19773 was originally started as a multi-part standard but was later consolidated into a single document to make it more manageable.
Canada also notes that ISO/IEC 20943 is a freely available standard. New parts of this standard should also be freely available.  If a new family of standards is started with the proposed parts, there is a risk that only the Framework (part 1) would be made freely available.
5. Suggested title change

There are two problems with the proposed project title:

1. The term ‘Web Ontology’ is not meaningful.  What makes an Ontology a ‘Web’ Ontology?

2. ‘Ontology Specification’ on its own is too broad and needs to be qualified to reflect the scope of the standard.

Since the proposal deals with specifying Ontologies based on MDR, we suggest this should be reflected in the project title.

A simple change to the existing titles, removing ‘Web’ and inserting ‘MDR-based’ gives:
· Framework for MDR-based Ontology Specification
· Procedure for MDR-based Ontology Specification
However, is it the Ontology or the Specification that is MDR-based?  Perhaps the following would be better:
· Framework for MDR-based Specification of Ontology 

· Procedure for MDR-based Specification of Ontology 
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