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The PDTR 20943 Editing meeting resolved that CAN-CTR-006 be resolved by adding text to describe the handling of poorly defined data elements.  This paper proposes that text.

Insert the following text as a new paragraph following the first paragraph in sub-clause 5.1.1:

When examining existing computer systems, the practitioner should not automatically assume that there will be a one-to-one correspondence between a field in a record and a data element in the registry.  Often as systems evolve, fields become used for multiple purposes under various conditions.  When such a situation is detected, it may be desirable to establish more than one data element, corresponding to a single field.  The reverse situation where multiple fields correspond to a single data element is also possible, though less likely.

