1 Scope

This Part of this International Standard applies to activities including:

a) the definition, specification and contents of metadata registries, including interchanging or referencing among various collections of data elements

b) the design and specification of application-oriented data models, databases and message types for data interchange;

c) the actual use of data in communications and information processing systems;

d) interchanging or referencing among various collections of metadata.

1.1 Structure of a metadata registry

The primary purpose of this Part of this International Standard is to specify the structure of a metadata registry.  A comprehensive metadata registry management function requires a set of rules and procedures. These rules and procedures are set out in the following Clauses and Annexes and are complemented elsewhere in this Standard as follows:

e) the definitions of metadata objects are in Clause 3.3 of this Part of the standard 

f) the structure of  the registry in the form of a conceptual data model is in Clause 4 of this Part of the standard

g) rules and guidelines for classifying metadata are in Part 2

h) rules and guidelines for the formulation of definitions are in Part 4

i) naming and identifying principles for metadata are in Part 5 and 

j) rules and guidelines for registering metadata are in Part 6 of the International Standard.

This standard does not assume nor endorse any specific system environment, database management system, database design paradigm, system development methodology, data definition language, command language, system interface, user interface, computing platform, or any technology required for implementation. The standard does not directly apply to the actual use of data in communications and information processing systems.

1.2 Basic attributes of metadata items

This Part of this International Standard also specifies basic attributes which are required to describe metadata items in situations where a complete metadata registry is not appropriate (e.g. in the specification of other International Standards).  These basic attributes are described in clause 5.

