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For descriptive purposes, the metamodel is organized into seven functional regions, namely:

· General facilities applying to all administered items:

· Administration and Identification

· Naming and Definition

· Classification

· Specific types of Administered Item:

· Data Element

· Data Element Concept

· Conceptual Domain

· Value Domain.

Figure 1 presents an illustration of these Metamodel regions.
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Figure 1: Metamodel regions
Note that although Classification is described here as a general facility, individual classification schemes are themselves administered items.
The model shows constraints on minimum and maximum occurrences of attributes.  The constraints on maximum occurrences are to be enforced at all times.  The constraints on minimum occurrences are to be enforced when the registration status for the metadata item is "recorded" or higher.  In other words, a registration status of "recorded" indicates that all mandatory attributes have been documented.
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