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Title:  Revised text for Introduction to 11179-3 as agreed at editing meeting
The following text has been agreed to replace the existing introduction.
Introduction
Data processing and electronic data interchange rely heavily on accurate, reliable, controllable and verifiable data recorded in databases.  A prerequisite for correct and proper use and interpretation of data is that both users and owners of data have a common understanding of the meaning and representation of the data.  To facilitate this common understanding, a number of characteristics, or attributes, of the data have to be defined. These characteristics of data are known as “metadata”, that is, “data that describes data”.  
This Part of this International Standard specifies the structure of a metadata registry in the form of a conceptual data model. The metadata registry is used to keep information about data elements and associated concepts, such as “data element concepts”, “conceptual domains”, and “value domains”.  Generically, these are all referred to as “metadata items”. Such metadata are necessary to clearly describe, record, analyse, classify, and administer data.  
This Part also describes the basic attributes of metadata items for purposes where a complete registry is not appropriate.

This part of the standard is of interest to information developers, information managers, data administrators, standards developers and others who are responsible for making data understandable and shareable. This International Standard has broad applicability across subject area domains and information technologies.
